Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . et al., 2006; Bernardo et al., 1996) . Pentaerythrityl tetramine and its congeners act as versatile building blocks in supramolecular chemistry and have been widely employed for the synthesis of various spiro crown ethers, spiro-macrocyclic ligands etc. (Laliberte et al., 2004) .
However, to the best of our knowledge, few Schiff bases and their complexes derived from pentaerythrityl tetramine have been reported. Herein,we present the synthesis and crystal structure of the multidentate Schiff base ligand derived from o-vanillin and pentaerythrityl tetramine.
The molecular structure is shown in Fig.1 . The atoms C9, C18, C27, and C36 form a distorted tetrahedral geometry about the central atom C37. The structure reveals four intramolecular O-H···N hydrogen bonds and one C-H···N hydrogen bond as well as five intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) . A view of the packing is given in Fig. 2 
A solution of pentaerythrityl tetramine (0.13 g, 1 mmol) in ethanol (20 ml) was added dropwise while stirring to a solution of o-vanillin (0.68 g, 4 mmol) in ethanol (20 ml),the mixture was stirred for about 2 h at room temperature. The resulting solution was filtered, and after slow evaporation of the solvent for several days, crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained in a yield of 46.4%.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions and refined as riding, with C-H = 0.93-0.97 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5 U eq (C,O). Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure shown with 50% probability displacement ellipsoids. 
